[Breast carcinoma--when is mastectomy still appropriate?].
Conservative therapy is now an established treatment for early-stage breast cancer when the extent of breast resection is sufficient and when adequate radiotherapy can be given. Ten-year local recurrence rates ranging from 3% to 20%, approximately 0.8% per year have been reported. At the Department of Gynecology of the University of Berne we changed our approach to the local treatment and the frequency of breast conserving surgery rose in one year to 61% for tumors 2 cm or less (T1) and 31% for T2. Our aim is now to limit axillary dissection to patients with nodal involvement. We have therefore started to identify those patients by removing the sentinel node.